
H.E. Winkler Middle School 

 
Academic Honesty Policy 

 
H.E. Winkler Middle School students are expected to display honesty at all times. This includes a set of values that 
promote personal integrity and good practice in learning and assessment. We hold high academic standards and 
have a strong community to support these standards. Academic honesty is the responsibility of every student, 
teacher, administrator and parent in our shared decision making system.  We will continue to create a safe and 
respectful environment so that diversity, in all forms, can be celebrated with a socially just system.   
 

Academic Honesty Policy 
You are expected to 
Personal 
Skills: 

be principled, act with integrity, work with confidence and independence, evaluate self, 
meet deadlines, determine to achieve one’s potential 

Social 
Skills: 

be a good communicator, work collaboratively, contribute to a group, be open-minded, 
acknowledge the work and ideas of group members, and provide peer feedback 

Technical 
Skills: 

be knowledgeable and use technology ethically and appropriately to avoid plagiarism:  
recognize the work and ideas of others, cite and reference text and online sources 
using citation formats appropriately, include in-text citation and a bibliography/works 
cited page when necessary 

 

Academic Misconduct 
(adapted from MYP: From principles into practice pg 95) 

 
The IB defines academic misconduct as behaviour that results in, or may result in, the student or any 
other student gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components.  

Academic misconduct includes: 
 

● plagiarism - the representation, intentionally or unwittingly, of the ideas, words or work of another 
person without proper, clear and explicit acknowledgment 
 

● collusion - supporting academic misconduct by another student, as in allowing one’s work to be 
copied or submitted for assessment by another 
 

● cheating - using or attempting to use materials, information, notes, study aids, calculators, online 
language translators, or other assistance that have not been authorized by the teacher during an 
assessment or other assignments; copying classmates’ work or allowing others to copy your 
work; allowing parents/guardians to complete assignments; forgery on any type of school 
document; or sharing information about an assessment content and questions with other students 
 

● any other behaviour that gives an unfair advantage to a student or that affects the results of 
another student (falsifying data, duplication of work, misconduct during an examination, creating 
spurious reflections). 

 

 



 

It is understood by all H.E. Winkler staff that when a student puts his or her name on any assignment, 
they are submitting it as their own and acknowledging original ownership. 
 

Collaboration versus Collusion 
 

Collaboration is an important part of learning.  Collaboration is described as “working together on a 
common aim with shared information, which is an open and cooperative behaviour that does not result in 
allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another.”  In contrast, collusion “occurs 1

when a student uses fellow learners as an unattributed source.”   In collaborative groups, collusion could 2

look like representing unequal work as an equal collaboration or allowing your work to be copied and/or 
submitted by another student. 

 
Preventing Academic Misconduct 

 
Throughout the school year, students will be explicitly taught and expected to practice important skills to 
prevent academic misconduct.  These skills include: how to paraphrase, how to recognize the work and 
ideas of others (intellectual property), how to cite and reference text and online sources using citation 
formats appropriately, and how to include in-text citation and a bibliography/works cited page when 
necessary.  
 
 

Academic Honesty Offenses and Actions: 
 
Offenses include but are not limited to:  
copying of classmates’ work or allowing others to copy your work, allowing parents/guardians to complete 
assignments, talking/cheating on tests, using calculators improperly, plagiarizing, informing classmates 
about specific questions and/or answers on an assessment 
 
Action for First 
Offense: 

Administrative conference, parent contact, resubmission of assignment, and 
disciplinary referral (ODR) 

Action for Second 
Offense:   

Administrative conference, parent contact, resubmission of assignment, and 
disciplinary referral (ODR) 

Action for Further 
Offense 

Administrative conference, parent contact, resubmission of assignment, and 
disciplinary referral (ODR) 

 

Homeroom Teacher ___________________________________________ 
 

As a Winkler Middle School student, I pledge to abide by the academic honesty policy.  I understand that 
if I have questions about assignments that I need to ask and that I will always submit my own work with 
proper citations. 
 

Student Signature _____________________________________________ Date __________________ 

1 MYP: From principles into practice, 2014, page 76 
2 MYP: From principles into practice, 2014, page 76 

 


